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MARILYN’S MEDITATION 
 

 
“...waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and  
streams in the desert.”  Isaiah 35:6b 
 

Isaiah promised wilderness travelers Astreams in 
the desert.” After more than eleven years as solo 
pastor of Plymouth Presbyterian Church, I long for 
refreshing streams” streams of rest, contemplation,  
beauty and connection. My three months of leave wil l 
have a dual focus: to immerse myself in the beauty and 
life of wilderness places and to explore new ways t o 
bring visual beauty into personal and congregationa l 
worship. Retreat time and desert hikes will provide  
the silent space I need for rest and renewal. Visit s 
to churches and art museums will nourish my emergin g 
interest in liturgical art. Three locations will ai d 
me to explore both desert rest and worshipful art: 
California (San Francisco, San Diego), Great Britai n 
(London, Edinburgh, Iona), and New Mexico (Ghost 
Ranch, Santa Fe). These trips will alternate with t ime 
at home for rest and reflection. 

Rest, contemplation and beauty are essential for 
my renewal. The fourth stream, connection, will 
support me in my journey. I will spend some time wi th 
family members and long-time friends. Remembering t hat 
desert places need not be hermitages, I will welcom e a 
sense of community with fellow pilgrims wherever I go, 
while staying in touch with the “Plymouth pilgrims”  at 
home in St. Helens. In Scotland I will gain a sense  of 
historical Presbyterian connections. I will meet 
regularly with spiritual directors as I reflect on my 
experiences and open myself more fully to God. 
Wherever the journey takes me, I will seek these 
streams of rest, contemplation, beauty, and 
connection.  

 My prayer for you is that you too will find 
refreshing streams. I believe that we will all grow  in 
faith in ways we can’t anticipate, and I look forwa rd 
to our renewed ministry together in the coming year s. 
May God bless us on this journey. 
 

Pastor Marilyn Allen  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 
 
February 3  “Who Is This?” 
Communion 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 2 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 
February 6, 7 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Communion 
 
February 10  “The 

Wilderness Test”  
Genesis   2:15-17, 3:1-7 
Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
February 17  “Unto the 

hills…”  
Genesis 12:1-4a  
Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17   
 
February 24  Elder Bill 

Eagle,  
 guest preacher 
Exodus 17:-1-7 
Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 
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WELCOME, CHUCK AND JAN! 
 

While Pastor Marilyn is on leave, the 
Rev. Charles Falconer, retired Presbyterian 
minister, will be with us on Sundays and one 
day during the week, probably Tuesdays.  

A bit of background:  Chuck and Jan 
Falconer met at Oregon State. They were 
married in 1959 while Chuck was attending 
San Francisco Theological Seminary. Chuck 
was ordained in 1962 and served as pastor of 
churches in Brownsville, Pilot Rock and 
Bethany-Portland, and served as interim 
pastor at St. Helens twice in the early 
1980’s. He served as Stated Clerk of the 
Presbytery from 1987 until his retirement in 
1999. Jan retired as a Business teacher at 
Aloha High School in 1996 and then 
volunteered in the Presbytery office until 
Chuck’s retirement. Chuck and Jan spent 27 
months as Volunteers in Mission at Sheldon 
Jackson College during 2003-5. They took the 
John Deere tractor with them on the ferry in 
2003. During retirement they are enjoying 
time on the Oregon Coast and traveling, 
often by train. 

We welcome them back to Plymouth. 
 

Monday Night Study Group 
  
For those of you interested, we started a 
new Monday Night Bible Study on January 14 t 

at 7:00pm.   We are starting with the book 
of James.  If you can, please skim over 
James before class.  I will be starting with 
a background on James, but we might get to 
some of the scripture. 
  

Please let me know if questions, Linda Dunn 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, LENT 
Ash Wednesday, February 6, marks the 

beginning of Lent, a season of self-
examination and recommitment as we journey 
with Jesus toward Good Friday and Easter.  
Plan to come for a special worship service  
at  7 pm, February 6 , to receive ashes and 
share the Lord’s Supper.   

Choir rehearsal will begin at the end 
of this service, approximately 7:30 pm. 

 
Don’t forget to wear your nametag during 
church service and coffee hour.  This will 
help visitors, newer members, and all of us 
to become better acquainted. 

 
BON VOYAGE 

 February 17 is Pastor Marilyn’s last 
day preaching.  We’ll gather after church 
for a potluck lunch and a “show and tell” 
about some of the locations of Marilyn’s 
travels.  We’ll also have the opportunity to 
commit to our own spiritual growth during 
these three months of renewal leave. 
 Please bring a side dish or desert.  A 
main course will be provided. 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 

April 18-20, 2008 
 

Ladies come join us this year at the Women’s 
Annual retreat. 
 
Once more we look forward to a relaxing 
weekend at Morning Song Acres in the 
Columbia River Gorge.  This is truly a time 
to leave hectic schedules behind and simply 
rest in the beauty of nature and friendship.  
The food is really good, too! 
 
Gina Harrington will coordinate this year’s 
retreat.  Please contact her in the church 
office for more information. 
 
Web link to Morningsong Acres:  
http://www.morningsongacres.com/  

 
Gina Harrington will be increasing her hours 
at the Church during Pastor Marilyn’s 
Sabbatical.  Through the months of March, 
April, & May Gina’s hours will be Tuesday – 
Friday 9:30 – 12:30 

 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY OFFERINGS 

FEBRUARY 3 
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Twelve members and 3 visitors gathered in the 
Fellowship Hall on January 9 th  for Priscilla 
Circle.  Audrey served a delicious lemon 
cheesecake.  After a short business meeting, 
Fran read Aimee C. Moisco’s Statement of 
Faith, which she wrote for the Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry and Becky Frazier 
shared her interesting life of Faith. 
Helen and Fran will co-host the next meeting 
on February 13.  Regina will bring the 
devotions and Gayle Clemmer will be the Woman 
of Faith.  The time is 1 to 3 PM.  All women 
are cordially invited to attend. 

Fran Pickering, Co-Chairman 
 

 
 
Next meeting is on Tuesday February 19, 2008. 
1:00 P.M. 
at Fellowship Hall 
     Thanks to Lorna Bradley, Gail Clemmer, 
Linda Dunn, & Helen Purkerson for giving 
material, a finished quilt top, agreeing to 
finish a quilt top and finished quilt squares, 
in that order. 
     Also, thanks to Linda Dunn, Donna McLean, 
Helen Purkerson, and Yvonne Schoonover for 
putting ties in a lovely quilt on Tues. Jan. 
15, 2008.  Your willingness to help makes my 
heart sing.                          Yours in 
quilts, 

                               Audrey Sinner, 
P & S Chairperson 

 
 
 

  The PPC Deacons met on Tuesday, Jan. 8 th .  
There were 11 prayer chain requests for 
December and one request for assistance, which 
was disbursed.  The Deacon’s received money 
for the Vernonia effort and will buy items on 
the list that Yvonne has provided.  Ruth Cox 
will be representing the Deacons on the 2008 
Nominating Committee.  The next meeting will 
be Tuesday, February 5 th  at 3:30 PM  at the 
church.  

Linda Dunn 
 

 
 
Meets on the 4 th  Saturday of each month at 8:00 
a.m. at Warren Country Inn.  There is no 
agenda--just lively and wide-ranging 
conversation.   Next meeting –  Feb. 23 

 
Upcoming events: 
Winter Trip :  Snow/ski trip this winter.  If 
you can drive or want to join us talk to Rose 
Galloway, Jan Stites, or Yvonne Schoonover. 
Easter Presentation : Dance, Drama, & Musical.  
Need Musical Accompaniment:  We are searching 
for a musician for this Easter program.  
(Pianist, violinist, woodwind) You will need 
to attend practices with the youth.  
Garage Sale  – In the planning, date to be 
announced.  Proceeds will earn scholarships 
for summer camp.   
Miniature golf trip  – date to be announced 
Summer Camp:  For the past 2 years 3-5 kids 
have attended the Summer camp.  It’s a 
wonderful spiritually uplifting adventure.  
Please consider a donation to make this event 
possible for all. Contact Fran Pickering to 
make donations to send a kid to summer camp. 
It’s a special way to share God’s message.  
Vacation Bible School 2008   “Follow, Follow, 
Jesus” (everyday, everyway) 
Please contact Jan or Yvonne as soon as 
possible to set up a meeting date for VBS to 
organize this year’s event.  We are counting 
on all of you for another successful VBS. 
 
Thank you for your support.  We have earned 
more than $40.00 in aluminum & plastic 
recycling in addition to cash received for Red 
Apple receipts.  Thank you for your donations; 
this is a BIG help for youth expenses. 
 
How can you help with Christian Ed? 

·  Dinner Prep &/or clean up at Youth Group 
meetings.  Meetings are usually over by 
7:30 pm.   

·  Volunteer your musical talent at the 
Easter Program:  Musician needed. 

·  Donations:  recyclables, Red Apple 
Receipts 

·  Sunday School teacher signup sheet. 
 

May God Bless you always. 
Jan Stites (503) 366-3800 

Rose Galloway (503) 543-3736 
Yvonne Schoonover (503) 543-2217 

 
S.N.A.P.P.  Our church serves lunch at the 
St. Helens Senior Center on the 4 th  Monday 
of each month.   Serving: Feb 25th at 
10:30 a.m.  
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Minute for Mission 
 
We have entered into the new 2008 year and the 
world and its people are still out there, 
needing our prayers and our support. The 
Mission Commission thanks all who have helped 
to support many of our projects this past 
year. Unfortunately, as long as there is greed 
and evil, in our world, we are going to have 
the poor and the sick who need our concern and 
aid. Now is the time to start thinking about 
what we might accomplish in our Mission 
Program for this year. Anything is possible, 
with willing hearts and minds, as long as we 
seek God’s help. This is the year for renewal. 
Our pastor will be going through a renewal-
study sabbatical and the church will have a 
three month period for prayer, study, 
examination and renewal. The year, 2008, can 
be a tremendous year. 
  
January was designated African prayer and 
study month, and the Mission Table reflected 
that fact with signs asking for prayer for 
specific programs in the different countries 
of Africa. 
       
Souper Bowl Sunday is February 3 rd .  This is a 
great day for supporting our youth and helping 
them take in food and money for the hungry in 
our community. The Souper Bowl of Caring is 
the result of thousands of young people 
joining together to fight hunger and poverty 
in their own communities. You may still 
contribute; just designate the money or food, 
to go to the Youth Souper Bowl Fund. 
  
Have you planned to give up something for 
Lent? Perhaps you should add something 
instead, or as well. Do you do regular Bible 
study every day or at least two or three times 
a week? If not, maybe you could start and you 
could add Missions to your prayer time. You 
might like to volunteer for one of the many 
service organizations in our community. 
February 6 th  will be Ash Wednesday and February 
10 will be the 1 st  Sunday of lent. 
So, let’s enfold Mission in our hearts, with 
spirit and prayer, for it is, after all, our 
purpose and remember that God is always 
available to each of us. 

 Claudia Eagle 
Mission Commission, Chair 

 
Our Per Capita Membership fee is $21.41.  If 
you would like to contribute to your 
membership fee, place this amount in the 
collection basket and note the purpose on the 
envelope or check. 

 

 
FINANCE & STEWARTSHIP DECEMBER REPORTING 
Income Month-to-date Year-to-date 
Regular Offering 9,521.47 86,308.47 
Other Income 0.00 11,876.87 
Special Offering 609.36 6,044.56 
Uncategorized 0.00 10.39 
Total Income 10,130.83 104,240.29 
   

Expense   
Ministry 4,628.11 57,002.28 
Mission 2,472.13 10,594.26 
Operations 490.40 12,355.61 
Other expenses 770.00 3,733.30 
Personnel 875.27 10,812.00 
Program 332.18 4,174.56 
Misc. 0.0 1,584.28 
Total Expenses 9,568.09 100,256.29 
   

Net 562.74 3,984.00 

C/D  totals through November 2007* 

*Estimated total interest earned in December $200.00 
Custodial Fund   17353.02 
Interest 4.5%  705.01 
Mission Development  31,622.33 
Interest 5.25%  1,382.17 

Blessings to all, 
Howard Knytych, Finance Chairperson 

 
Note from Nancy Federici… 
“One of the oldest ladies in my 
retirement place gave this to me 
yesterday.”   
 

MY LORD GOD,  
I have no idea where I am going. 

I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannot know 
for certain where it will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, 

and the fact that I think that I am following your will  
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 

 
But I believe that the desire to please you 

does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 

I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this, You will lead me by the right road 

though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore will I trust in You always though I may seem to be 

lost 
and in the shadow of death. 

I will not fear, for You are ever with me, 
and You will never leave me to face my perils alone. 

 
Thomas Merton 

Thoughts in Solitude 
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SABBATICAL  PLANS  
Who does what while Marilyn’s gone? 
 
Rev. Chuck Falconer , temporary supply pastor 

will be 
at Plymouth on Sundays and Tuesdays  

·  Lead worship 
·  Pastoral care 
·  Moderate session 
·  Staff nominating committee 

Gina Harrington , secretary will be in office 
Tuesday  

through Friday mornings 
·  Produce bulletins 
·  Coordinate master calendar 
·  Work with Rev. Falconer 
·  Handle mail and phone calls 
·  Receive emails and photos from Pastor 

Marilyn 
·  Coordinate women’s retreat 
·  Answer all your questions with a smile! 

Karen Roldan , clerk of session 
·  Coordinate with Rev. Falconer on all 

session activities  
Ruth Cox , and all other deacons 

·  Keep in contact with members and regular 
attendees 

·  Help in emergencies 
Gayle Clemmer , and members of Music and 

Worship  
Commission 

·  Assist Rev. Falconer  in planning worship 
services  

Sabbatical Planning Team :  
Darla and Howard Knytych, Yvonne Schoonover, 

Jan & 
 Ron Stites, & Judy Gilbert 

·  Coordinate special events: TBA 
Howard Knytych  

·  Set up and run InFocus projector 
·  Help track expenses from the Lilly grant 

Lorna Bradley 
·  Track expenses from Lilly grant 

Elders, small group leaders,  staff, and all 
members 

·  Read suggested books 
·  Come to special events 
·  Pray for one another and for your pastor 
·  Do God’s work in our church and 

community 

 
PASTOR’S SCHEDULE 
February 17  Farewell Potluck 
February 21- March 1 Michigan 
March 5 – 26  California 
April 7 – 23  England & Scotland 
May 1 – 23   New Mexico 
June 1   Welcome back   

 
New Website for Plymouth Church 
 
I keep wanting to share my enthusiasm for the 
new Plymouth Presbyterian Church web site. 
This site is designed so anyone with Internet 
access can be part of the on line family. You 
don't have to be able to write in mysterious 
hieroglyphics, and you don't need special 
programs, just your normal web browser and 
Internet access. 
 
Here is a fun challenge for everyone: - Create 
a page for your family: 
 
Start by signing into the Internet and typing 
in this address. www.PlyChurch.org 
 
That will take you to the main page of the web 
site. 
Against the left edge of the page you will see 
a list of links. (This is called the side bar) 
Click the link to the “Navigation Page” under 
Plymouth Links. 
When the Navigation Page displays you will see 
a list of links to many pages that are in the 
planning stage. Toward the bottom of the page 
you will see “Members and Families Individual 
Pages.” Click on that link. 
 
This page has some information on how to start 
your page and some suggestions of things you 
might want to do on your page. Go ahead and do 
something simple to get started. Just type 
what you want to see on the page. When you get 
a little braver, check out the Help, and More 
Help links for some formatting suggestions. 
Use the Upload File link to send a photo to 
the site and then link to the photo. 
 
If you have problems, either get your teenager 
to help you or e-mail me at gary@dinsmore-
enterprises.com and I will work with you. 
 
Gary Dinsmore – aka WikiGary 
 
 



��
I don’t remember ever “becoming” a Christian.  It s eemed like I always was one.  My parents 
started me in Sunday School when I was very young, and I just always believed. 
 
We moved several times when I was a child, and each  time we moved, I attended a different 
church:  Presbyterian, Episcopal, non-denominationa l, Missionary Baptist, Methodist, First 
Christian, and Lutheran.  But the first and only ch urch I actually joined was Plymouth 
Presbyterian. 
 
No matter what church I attended, my faith was impo rtant to me and it has been there for me 
during the good times and the difficult times.   
 
I taught for 31 years, as a regular classroom teach er (3 rd  grade, 4 th  grade, 5 th  grade, and 
6th  grade) and as a special education teacher (mid-sch ool level, and intermediate), and many 
were the times I prayed for help with a challenging  student.  
 
Three other difficult times that I relied on prayer  were when my father died at the age of 
50, when I worked on a fire lookout and was afraid I was going to be burnt out, and when I 
lived at an evacuation center for a week during the  Christmas flood of 1964. 
 
Mostly, though, I’ve had happy times.  I had a wond erful childhood, full of memories of the 
family outings we went on, and the fun times at hom e.  I remain close to my mother, who now 
lives in Columbia Care Center in Scappoose, and my two brothers, who live in Milwaukie, 
Oregon, and Foresthill, California, with their fami lies. I have two nieces, one nephew, and 
one great niece. 
 
Not having children of my own has been a sadness fo r me, but I have faith that I am where 
God wants me to be, so mostly I’m just thankful for  the life I have. 
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THANK YOU 
Thanks to all of you who contributed 
to my Christmas gift.  As always, you 
were most generous.  Part of it has 
gone toward clothes that I’m already 
enjoying but that will be 
particularly comfortable and warm for 
the England-Scotland part of my 
sabbatical.  Your gift also enhanced 
my Christmas celebration with my 
family, Kirk and Renee, Jeff and 
Mandy.  Most of all, I appreciate 
your prayers and good wishes for this 
new year.     

Pastor Marilyn  
 

 
 
 
 
THANKS!  THANKS! 
 
Thanks to all of our dedicated church 
family and friends for cards, calls 
and many prayers on behalf of our 
Granddaughter, Nicki Sinner.  She is  
beginning to respond to therapy and 
now notices people who visit.  Thanks 
so much!!!!!! 

                  Yours in prayer, 
                  Al & Audrey Sinner 

 
 

 
OYSTER CRACKER SNACKS 
  
1 big package oyster crackers 
3/4 cp canola oil (Orville Redenbacher Popcorn     
    Oil is very good too and gives a buttery flavor) 
1 pkg Hidden Valley Ranch Dressing Mix (dry) 
2 T dill weed 
2 T garlic powder 
2 T onion powder 
1/2 tsp lemon pepper 
  
Put oyster crackers in large roasting pan. 
Mix seasoning together with oil and pour over 
crackers.  Stir well, covering to coat. 
Heat in 250 degree oven for 20-30 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.  Cool and enjoy! (These also 
freeze well)  

Helen Purkerson 
�

�
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February Birthdays �
Iris Langdon  1 
Tillie  MakePeace  2 
Regina Bloom  5 
Hiram Schoonover  8 
Jassa Gunn  9 
Ron Stites  9 
May Cook  11 
Judy Gilbert  11 
Donna McLean  16 
Marilyn Allen  17 
Jean Anderson  19 
Chuck Ramsdell  19 
Georgine 
Williamson  21 
Randall Dunn  24 
Yvonne Schoonover  26 
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Newsletter Deadline 
February 20 th  
Please note the new email address for the editor.   

 
“Father, bless the person reading this in whatever it is that you 

know they need.” 

DATE COMMUNION SET UP COMMUNION SERVERS 

February 3 Helen Purkerson Larry Bloom & Ida Mae Larsen 

February 6 – Ash 
Wednesday Marilyn Brinster Harold Scudder 

March 2 Shirley Chalufas & Carol Jones Karen Roldan & Audrey Simmer 

March 20 – Maundy 
Thursday Adrienne Schilling Gayle Clemmer & Adrienne Schilling 

*GREETERS/USHERS 
Arrive at 9:30 am 

DATE SNACKS FLOWERS LAY LEADER 

3-Feb  Mark & Kathleen Dinwiddie  

Doris & Kristen Perry 10-Feb Dunn & Dinwiddie 
 Bill Eagle 

17-Feb    

Juanita Shearer & Jean 
Anderson 24-Feb  

  

2-Mar  
  

Helen Purkerson & Anna 
Davis 9-Mar  

  

16-Mar  
  

Linda Gaskill 23-Mar  
  

30-Mar    

Larry & Regina Bloom 6-Apr  
  

 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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“Life's greatest happiness is to be convinced we are loved.” 
 
 
 
PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2615 SYKES ROAD 
ST HELENS, OR 97051 

 


