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PASTOR’'S MEDITATION

As some of you are aware, | brought with me when
| came this time, a stitchery piece by Helen
Purkerson. She created it in 1983 prior to the
fire in Hutchison Hall and it hung in the office

JUNE & JULY 2008

SUNDAY WORSHIP

June 1 Communion
Psalm 46

Romans 1:16-17, 3:22-31
Matthew 7:21-29

during my second interim here. We used it as a June 8
theme at the close of that interim time. It Genesis 12:1-9
Psalm 33:1-12

contains the text of Ecclesiastes 3:1 -
everything there is a season, and a time for
every purpose under heaven.”
continues — “A time to be born, and a time to
die, a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what

is planted.... A time to weep, and a time to
laugh....”

My coming for the third time to Plymouth Church
is another one of these seasons. It has been a
season for Pastor Marilyn to pause in her
ministry and reflect and renew. And | am
grateful for the time that | was able to spend

“To

The Bible text

Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

June 15

Genesis 18:1-15
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8

June 22

Genesis 21:8-21
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

here being your temporary pastor. | have enjoyed June 29
getting reacquainted with those of you | knew S;’;ﬁ'igzz;l'“

from my previous interims here and getting to
know those of you who have joined Plymouth Church
more recently. We have shared some fun times and
some sad times, some thoughtful learning times
and some moments of prayerful decision making. |
have enjoyed preaching and teaching and visiting
and even the committee and session meetings.

Now this season is over. By the time you read
this, Jan and | will be in Colorado enjoying old
steam train rides on an Elderhostel program and
then a visit with my sister. And Pastor Marilyn

will have returned.

The season of life and the season of a church,
come and go. Let us rejoice in them and enjoy
them and find God’s purpose in them. May the
Lord’s richest blessing be upon you and Plymouth
Church!

Chuck Falconer

Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

July Worship Schedule to be
listed on the website.



Ainouncements

Heartlight

Heartlight is a long running program of
inspirational scriptures, words and music that

has been broadcast in Columbia County over
local radio station, KOHI, for about fifteen
years now. It is assembled weekly from a
recording of our church service by Gina
Harrington. Over the years it has evolved from
tape cassettes to C.D.’s and now it has moved
into the modern internet. Heartlight is now
available by “podcast.” We expect to be able

to update this service each week as the new
program is prepared. There are instructions to
help you set up to receive these podcasts on
the Plymouth Web-site at www.PlyChurch.org

The wonderful thing about these podcasts is
that they can be downloaded and played from
anywhere you can access the internet. These
programs can be used for shut-ins and they
allow any of us to enjoy a link to our church
even when on extended vacations.

Gary Dinsmore

Red Cross babysitting class es
Fellowship Hall
Friday, June 13 from 8-4
Contact Connie Gunn for more information 503-
438-

Come Celebrate with Jessical

Jessica is graduating from high school and her

family would like to invite everyone to her

graduation party on June 7th at 4 pm at the
Paradise Moorage Clubhouse in Scappoose.
Please come and enjoy music, food and FREE

hugs from Jess! For directions and any
guestions, please call her mom, Rose, at 503-

543

Native People’s Circle of Hope
Celeste (Cece) Whitewolf, Director of Native
People’s Circle of Hope (A coalition of native
cancer survivors and support groups) will be
at Plymouth Presbyterian Church on
After Church she would like to meet with the
congregation to discuss what her organization
does and how we can help by making lap quilts.
This would be a project that could include our
Church and seniors from Avamere. If you have
any question please call Rose Galloway at 503-
543- (home) or 503-535- (cell).

Date: 5/16/08

July 6 ™,

Congratulations to our Graduates!
Jessica Galloway
Jesse Gilbert
Nikki Sinner

Best wishes. We are proud of you!

ID Theft Prevention Seminar

We will be hosting an Identity Theft and Fraud
presentation on June 24 at 7pm.

FBI Special Agent, Theodore Price will be
sharing strategies with our congregation and
the public on how to keep from becoming a
victim of identity theft.

Oregon has become one of the fastest growing
areas for this type of crime.

Special Agent Price has been with the FBI for
over 22 years, working in Louisiana, Maryland
and Oregon in the areas of white-collar crime,
violent crime matters, including kidnapping,
bank robberies, and crimes against children
throughout his career.

The public is invited to attend. Light
refreshments will be provided.

Calling all Campers!

What: Annual church camp trip

When: Friday, August 8th through Sunday,
August 10th

Where: Milo Mclver State Park in Estacada, OR
Cost: $17 /tent

Who: Anyone who wants to camp...whether RV or
tent!

We have 10 sites booked (6 are available for a
Thursday arrival). There are still plenty
available. We are club camping again this
year, so | need to have sites confirmed by
July 3rd. If you would like to join us this
year, please sign up by the end of June. Sign
up sheet in the church.

For additional information and to sign up,
please contact Gretchen Daly at
gretchen.g.daly@verizon.net or 503-690-.




To: Plymouth Presbyterian Church Congregation
From: Session

Subject: Fiscal Sustainability

Dear Church Members,

Our concern in this letter is the financial status of our church. Basically, our expenditures over the past several years have grown
out of step with our income. | feel duty-bound as chairman to report the facts as | see them, analyze those facts, and state the
consequences for our church.

Last year, our total expenses were $100,250, while our total income was $104,179, for a net of $3929. This figure does not
represent a truly positive net, however, since we had to withdraw $4000 from the Custodial Account in April and May to cover
expenses. For the first three months of 2008, we have run monthly deficits of $1044, $1724, and $1168 respectively for January,
February, and March. We also transferred $2000 in March to our checking account to cover regular expenses. Recently we have
lost members who had contributed heavily to the church. Our financial secretary reports that the combined yearly contributions of
these lost members were worth about $7400. On the positive side, the net worth of our Custodial and 1-year Certificate accounts
as of the end of March is $11,672 and $32,330, respectively, for a total of $44,002.

Analyzing the impact of these losses, | submit three models for your consideration: 1) Considering only the monthly deficits for
this year to date, the average monthly deficit is $1315 per month. Over a year, that would total $15,780. Presuming we would
continue, as we have, to transfer money from the Custodial and 1-year Certificate accounts to meet our expenses, and
disregarding any additional sources of income, according to this model we would deplete our savings in two and three-quarters
years. (Divide $44,002 by $15,780). Admittedly, this model is based on only three months of data. 2) Considering only the effect
of the recent loss of significant former contributors, and assuming no changes in the amount of pledge levels by current members
or additions to the number of contributing members, we will deplete our savings in a little less than six years. (Divide $44,002 by
$7400, giving 5.9). Again, this model suffers by assuming no changes in giving or growth in the church. Together, both models
(1) and (2), using different methodologies, establish a maximum/minimum time range by which our savings will be depleted.
Model (3) combines the recent loss of contributing members ($7400), with our financial results from our last full year of data,
2007. Last year, in order to “break even”; we had to withdraw $4000 from the custodial account. That withdrawal was prior to the
loss of significant contributing members. The total of those two factors is $11,400. Again, assuming no other changes for
contribution levels or growth in the church, we will deplete our savings in three years and ten months. (Divide $44,002 by
$11,400, giving 3.86). | have greater confidence in this model. It's only April, yet we have already transferred $2000 in 2008 to
meet expenses. The church has weathered early deficits in past years and come out “in the black” by the end of those years. But
prior deficits have never been projected to be this high. Consider finally that all three models do not include the impact of the
general economy, i.e., inflation, on our budget.

Assuming that closing down the church is an unacceptable alternative, we foresee three possible solutions: 1) We continue with
“business as usual” by urging members to contribute more. Using rough numbers, if we assume a total membership of 85,
dividing $11,400 by that number yields an additional yearly contribution per member of $134, or $11 per month. That's per
member, which includes children and persons who may not be regular attendees. It also assumes no further losses in
membership. Our concern about this alternative is that this is what we have traditionally done in the past as the congregation has
shrunk and costs have escalated. Generally, the congregation has risen to the challenge. But increasing deficits over time, and
our increasing requirement to “dip into the well” of our capital savings belies that solution. It's not working any longer. It’s like
gradually turning up the heat on a frog in a pot of water until the poor frog finally cooks to death. 2) We grow the church, adding
new contributing members. This would necessitate significant changes in mission and outreach programs to attract new
members. It would also require a shift in what the church means for us all, a deep commitment and willingness to embrace
change. 3) We reduce expenses by reducing ministerial hours and programs, thus operating the church on a part-time basis,
and possibly sharing the facility with another church.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Session,
Howard W. Knytych

Chair, Finance and Stewardship Commission



REDOrS &

Mission & Peacemaking
The following is a quote from the Mission
Yearbook. —'Again and again we see Jesus’
words come to life. “For where two or three
(or more) are gathered in my name, | am

there among them.” The living Christ is

present and transforming lives through
extraordinary actions of ordinary people.

Thanks be to the living God.

Yes, Christ is present in a garden developed

on church grounds in New Jersey at Bethlehem
Presbyterian church, because the people, of
that church, wanted to be able to give fresh
produce to the local food pantry. He is also

with Katherine Bryant, Young Adult Volunteer

in India and Nomita Roy who works with
street children and orphans in Bangladesh,
like 11 year old Lalon, who wants to be an
artist or his friend who dreams of becoming

an engineer. With God’s help and the love
and faith of Nomita and the support of the
church, they may make their dreams come
true.

These are just a few of the miracle projects
that your mission dollars serve. So, as we
come into the summer months let us not
forget our mission responsibilities, whether

it be, prayer for Rev. George McBane,
evangelist in Pakistan or for a youth
project in St. Helens, Oregon. It is all
part of the mission work of our church.
Starting this next Sunday we will resume the
prayer list for mission workers, around the
word, starting with  Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Blessings
and thanks to all of you for your concern
and activism for our Mission Program.

Claudia Eagle-Mission Chair

Mission Commission — Kathleen Dinwiddie,
Doris and Kristen Perry (Is there a

there who would like to join us?)

man out

SVEMS

Christian Ed

Thank you to everyone for your support with
The Garage Sale and participating in Bible
Bingo. We cleared $430.00 from the Garage
Sale and $53.00 from Bible Bingo. A special
thanks to Chuck & Jan Falconer for their
generous donation. Also thanks for your
donations of cans and Red Apple Receipts.

Church Camp.  We are closer to our goal in
sending 3 young adults to Church Camp. We
have enough for 2 scholarships but need one
more. We will continue our fundraiser until

we fill our goal.

Coming Soon.... Youth Group Camp Out

The youth group is planning a summer camp
out. If you are interested in joining in,
contact Jan Stites 503-366- or Yvonne 503-
543-. The more the merrier.

2008 Vacation Bible
through8 ™
Theme: “Following in Jesus Foot Steps”
If you would like to donate funds for VBS
contact Fran Pickering. If you would like
to assist in other ways such as ones listed
below contact Jan Stites or Yvonne Karreman:
Needed:
Game leaders & helpers
Crafts helper
Music helper
A Small Boat, that fits in the corner
of Fellowship Hall (flat bottom
preferred, it does not have to float).
Large Appliance boxes (a lot of them)
for the labyrinth we will make.
A male person to portray Jesus in our
skits.

School: August 4

Come help us share Christ’s love.

Sunday School Schedule Changes
this fall we will begin Sunday school
classes before Church worship service. We
hope to have classes for little people,
youth & adults. If God speaks to your heart
about teaching Sunday school please call us,
we need your help to make this a success.
Only as a congregation can we make this
work. Be a part of sharing God’s love with
your gifts and talent and watch us grow
closer as a congregation. Together we can.

Yvonne Karreman

Starting



REDOMS & EVems

Priscilla Gircle

May 14 was Priscilla Circle’s last meeting
before summer break. Nineteen women were
present. Juanita Shearer and Regina Bloom
were hostesses and served a delicious
strawberry dessert with side dishes of
cashews and candy Kkisses. Donna McLean
shared many stories about her life in North
Dakota and how her faith has sustained her

all her life.

Meetings will begin again this fall on
September 10 " at 1:00 PM in the Fellowship
Hall. If you don’t attend our meetings at
present and would like to come, please do
join us. All  churchwomen, members and
friends alike, are most welcome. HAVE A
GREAT SUMMER!

Fran Pickering, Co-Chair

Deacons

The Deacons met on Tuesday, May 6th. There
were 12 prayer requests in April. There was

one request for assistance disbursed in
April, $50 for rent. Also there is a
correction for the report in the last
newsletter. $100 was given to CRPUD GLOW
program and $100 given to HELP instead of
the $50 reported.

PRAYER'S & SQUARES

The meeting on May 13th was the last meeting
for Prayers and Squares until Sept. 16th.

Thanks so much for all of the ladies who
helped with making squares, quilt tops,
putting ties in the finished quilts, labels

for quilts given to people in distress, and
providing lots and lots of material, which

is always needed to make the back covering
for the finished quilts. In alphabetical
order these ladies are: Jean Anderson,
Regina Bloom, Lorna Bradley, Gayle Clemmer,
Judy Dinsmore, Linda Dunn, Shirley Eaton,
Yvonne  Karreman, Donna  McLean, Helen
Purkerson, and Polly Rice.

Thank you all very much and have a wonderful
summer.
Prayers & Squares Chair.
Audrey Sinner

S.N.A.P.P. Our church serves lunch at the

St. Helens Senior Center on the 4 " Monday of

Men's Breakrast

each month. Serving: June 23 M & July28
at 10:30 a.m.

Meets on the 4 " Saturday of each month at
8:00 a.m. at Warren Country Inn. There is

no agenda--just lively and wide-ranging
conversation.  Next meeting —June 28

July26 .

*h and

COMMUNICATION, MEMBERSHIP & EVANGELISIM
COMMITTEE
June3 M &July8 ™ at6:15 at PPC Fellowship
Hall

Fellowship
Next meeting is June 18th at 11:30, Warren
Country Inn. There will not be a meeting in
July.

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Income April 2008 Budget
Regular
Offering 6,917.81 6,433.00
Other Income 6,180.35 393.00
Special
Offering 450.00 451.50
Uncategorized
Total Income 13,548.16 7,277.50
Expense
Ministry 4,694.53 5,056.00
Mission 1,187.88 796.50
Operations 666.96 1,073.25
Other expenses 5,341.13 334.00
Personnel 941.49 980.00
Program 125.36 309.08
Misc.
Total Expenses 12,957.35 8,548.83
Net 590.81 -1,271-33
C/D’s
Rate
Custodial Fund 4.5% 11,711.26
Mission Rate 32,471.34
Development Fund 5.25%
Blessings to all,
Howard Knytych, Finance Chairperson



WomanteiEaith
Donnayiicliean

| was born in Hannah, N.D. on February 16, 193ani&h was a town of 250 people just 1-%2 miles fitmenCanadian
border. My father emigrated from Sweden at agen1I888. My mother was born in North Dakota anelytimarried
in 1915. | had one brother, Wallace, who was tearyg older then I. We lived on a farm where migdagrew wheat,
barley and oats. During the severe winter montBswauld move into town so my brother and | could@school. If
my father could hire someone to stay on the farmvdigld stay in town, otherwise he stayed on thenfaDur house,
on the farm had only 3 rooms. Mom and Dad retwbén | was 12 years old and they bought a fourdmdrhouse in
town for $200, back taxes. Life on the farm wasalavays easy, but neighbors were always theretp dut. “Love
thy neighbor” really meant something back then. &fended the Presbyterian Church for as longcas remember.

After graduation | married the love of my life, Rard, on September 1, 1949. We had a wonderfyk&6s together.
He was such a kind and gentle person and verywarking. We moved from N.D. to Snoqualmie WA in519and
then on to Renton in 1952. We both worked at Bpdimcraft. My parents came during the winter 866 and
babysat our daughter Karen who was born in 195 riext year my brother and two children camevi® With us
also. Our second daughter Sharon was born in 1B68ing was always laying off people, so we moweBrookings
OR in 1961. Rich bought a share in Brookings PlyskoWhen the girls were in school, | went backtwk, first at a
drug store and then a credit union. We were aativbe Brookings Presbyterian Church; | was th& fivoman to
serve as Elder for Buildings & Grounds. | was addeacon and active in women’s association amtecitChurch
was a very big part of our lives. Each time wektoa a new challenge at church, our faith grew.

In 1983 we moved to St. Helens when Rich bouglmaaesin the Multnomah Plywood. We downsized topresent
home in 1992. We started attending Plymouth Ptesiayn Church right after moving to St. Helens, vehwe quickly
became active. | have been an elder and actiReiscilla Circle, Fellowship, the bazaar or wherem&as needed.

| lost Rich two years ago to a massive strokéna$t been difficult adjusting to being alone. Bitgdl so fortunate to be
surrounded by wonderful neighbors, my two loving aaring daughters and my church family. | feebEssed to
have had such a good life and to have been rais&hbstian parents.
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DATE COMMUNION SET UP COMMUNION SERVERS

1-June Gina Harrington Judy Gilbert, Yvonne Karreman
6-July Lorna Bradley Gina Harrington, Connie Gunn
3-August Yvonne Karreman Howard & Darla Knytych
*GREETERS/USHERS DATE SNACKS FLOWERS LAY LEADER
Arrive at 9:30 am
25-MAY Marilyn Brinster Gina Harrington
. 1-JUNE Les Christie Les Christie Gina Harrington
Randy & Linda Dunn
8-JUNE Linda Dunn
The Galloways, Jim, Jessie, 15-JUNE Fellowship
& Josie Father’s day
22-JUNE
Lorna Bradley & Helen Purkerson L
Cortine Humbird 29-JUNE & Linda Liefeld Kathleen Dinwiddie
6-JULY
13-JULY Mark Dinwiddi
Richard & Shirley Chalufas arbinwiddie
20-JULY
27-JULY D
Jan & Ron Stites eacons
Thoughts to ponder...
' ) - Peace starts with a smile.
Coincidence is when God Chooses to remain
*$ % #+% anonymous.
- - God doesn't call the qualified; He qualifies
the called.
Many folks want to serve God, but only as
advisers.
& 1 ! : ! - ltis easier to preach ten sermons than it is
P
to live one.
When you get to your wit's end you'll find God
lives there.
People are funny; they want the front of the
bus, the middle of the road, and the back of
the church.
Nnnartiinihhvy mav b'nncls nnrcra hiit tamntatinn

“Father, bless the person reading this in whatever it is that you
know they need.”



“To everything there is a season, and a time for ev ery purpose
under heaven.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1

PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2615 SYKES ROAD
ST HELENS, OR 97051

FIRST CLASS MAIL



